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Myles Standish State Forest Bike Path

Section 1. Introdudion

1.1. Introducti on

This Trail System Plan for the Myles Standish
State Forest is intended build upon the previous
planning documents of the Myles Standish
Planning UnitResource Management Plan
(RMP) by DCR (2011), Myles Standish State
Forest Tras and Resource Management Plan by
Epsilon Associates, Inc. (2001), and the
Biodiversity of Myles Standish State Forest
Report by the Natural Heritage and Endangered
Species Program (2007).

As previous plans document the existing
conditions and resources the forest in some
detalil, this plan will not restate that
information, but may highlight particular
aspects of those plans and their findings.

The plan is intended forovideshort and
medium ternrecommendations aimed at
¢ Enhancingecreational expegnces for
approved recreational uses
¢ Protecting the priority natural and
cultural resources at the forest
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e Ensuring access for desired purposes Trail Systemsasintegrated networksremore
while limiting access for unauthorized than just the sum of the individual trails of
which they are composed. Successful trail
systems work seamlessly to highlight scenic
features, protect sensitive resources, create

purposes
e Providing opportunities for public and

stakehc?lder stewardship thfese valuable connectiongrovide for public safety,
recreational, natural and cultural discourage unwanted behaviors, and provide the
resources desired range of highuality receational

experiences to users.

1.2. Mission of the Departmentof The trails plan is intended to be a working

. . document for setting priorities; allocating
Conservation and Recreation resourcesengaging stakeholderand adapting

The Department of Conservation and Recreation to changing fiscal, social, and environmental
(DCR) is responsible for the stewardship of conditions. The planning process provides a
approxi mately 450, 000 docum éosconmumuniciMiansasdaaoperator with s 6
forests, parks, reservations, greenways, historic st akehol ders i n DCRO&6s st
sites and landscapes, seashores, lakes, ponds,
reservoirs, and watersheds. It is one of the
largest state parks systems in the country. The 1.4. The Planning Process
mission of the DCR is:
To protect, promote, and enhance our
common welgh of natural, cultural, and
recreational resources.

The development of thdlyles Standik State
Forest(MSSF)Trail System Plan followthe

basic process outlined i
Guidelines and Best Practices Manuak{sed

2014). This process includes the following

steps:

1.3. Trail System Planning 1 Get to Know the Trails

Trails are more than just paths in the woods, or
routes that connect one place to another. Trails
create recreational experiences for users that are
made up of series ofsaal, physical, and
emotional events. Trails are also the venue
through which we experience and interact with
the natural and cultural environment around us.
In many ways, trails are the intersection of
Conservation and Recreation.

Identify Scenic, Recreational and Cultural
Destinations, Features and Experiences

w

Identify Constraints, Issues and Problem
Areas

4. Make Recommendations

As a part of this planning process, D&R
completedts Road and Trail Inventory for the
MSSE This inventory allowus to integrate
critical naural and cultural resource information
including priority habitat for rare and
endangered species, vernal pools, priority
natural communities, wetland resoueseas,
soils and steep slopes with road and trail data.

Trails and trail netwmdks can also provide vital
emergency and management access pathways
for public safety, search and rescue, fire control,
wildlife management, research and forest
management. Concurrently, they may provide
undesirable access for unauthorized or illegal
uses.
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DCR staff engaged and consulted widyk
stakeholders from the forest organized by the
Friends of MSSF, and with sister agencies.

A draft Trail System Plan was prepared and
distributed within the DCR to the Operations,
Recreation, and Planning and Resource
Protection staff for internal revievh revised
draftwasproduced for public review and
comment.

The draft was made availalilrough the
Friends of MSSF andia the DCR web page
the Fall of 2014. The final plan was posted on
the DCR web page in March 2015.
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New Grassy Pond (Photdy Paul Jahnige)

Section2. Existing Conditions

2.1 Natural Resource

The natural resourcexisting conditions for the
MSSF are detailed in previous planning
documents including the Myles Standish
Planning Unit RMP Section 2. The RMP

discusses cinate, geology soils, natural

history, wildfire history, water resources,
vegetation and wildlife.

The RMP notes that ost of the soils of MSSF
are sandy, excessively well drained with little

organic matterThese soils are easily graded for
roads andrails, and do not tend to hold wager
but the uniform particle size and lack of organic
matter means that soils can be highly erodible
on slopes and under certain conditideading

to trail channelization

The RMP specifically highlights several

importart habitats and natural communities
within MSSF that deserve special attention and
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